April 2010

Spring has sprung

Hello again everyoneand thanks to
those of you who have emailed to say
nice thingsabout the newsletteyour
cheques are in the post.

Springtime is well and truly here in
Spain and condibns are perfect for
two wheels. As | write this, | can hear
the bikes on the road that runs up the
side of Lake Vifiuelas o | et 6's
with it, then | can get out on my bike
with the r €he troadoig
always popular with bikers, but now
the weatler has improved, everyone
and their grannyare out. | took the

iture below during the winter when
the skies were a little angrier than they
are now.

In this issue of the newsletter Jo &
Neale have sent in a great review of
their BMW K1200LT (page 3) It 6 s
nice to read personal experiences from
real people about their own bikes
rather thanan unenthusiastic report

Motorbike -Tours.co.uk
Newsletter

8lssue

A Messagerem Alan Page 1
&1 AOO /188
Featured Tourer Page 3

ABATE Freeze your Donkey

Poker Run
And Finally

Page 5
Page

from a facelessjournalist, so keep
them coming i n.
SilP vaitiy "for something from a

‘Harley owner(where are you?).
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Also in this issue, we have a welcome
and really interesting article from
0 Gr u mp a breakfdstriders.orgn
California. You can read all about his
day on the OABATE
Oof f Poker Rund on

Can | point out here to all the British
reackrs that no donkeys were injured
during the
Ass.

Anyway, |l et s move
again for reading this newsletter and
donodt forget t o
stories coming in.

If you have anything to say that you
think may ke of interest to usemail
me and we 6| | i ncl
newsletterThanks,
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Focus On

El Torcal

Just35 kilometres north of Malaga and
thehustle & bustle of th€osta del Sol

is a place of rare beauty, and | choose
the words carefully. A place where
improbable limestone formatiortsave
been thrust from the ground arsid
flowered valleys to create 17 square
kilometres of whais one of the most
impressive landscapes in Europe.

This area, which now has an altitude of
over 1300 retres, once formed the sea
bed.Overmillions of years t h e

into the sky.The limestone is what
remains ofsea creatures that died long
ago in the ocean, forming layers which
can still be seen today. Add to this the
chiselling affect of the weather and we
are left with incredible shapes.

E a
crust has heaved and thrust this area

The limestone has been subject to
freezethaw splitting action, which tsa
resulted in the strange shapes we see
today, many resembling (and named
after) everyday objects like the Screw,
the Jug the Camel and the Sphinx.

The access road to El Torcal affords
truly spectacular views over the
Andalucian countryside and the
coagline. On a clear day it is possible
to see the north coast of Africa from
the viewing points.

The road ends at El Torcal, where

youol I a flarga ccar park,
information centre and a small
observatory.

El Torcal is one of the destinations
featured in thé\ndalucia Tour

See the

Andalucia Tour
Here
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Featured Tourer

2005 BMW K1200LT

By Jo & Neale

After much deliberation and research
by Neale who is an advanced Police
motorcyclist and as such has had the
privilege of riding many bikes over the
yearsi we finally opted for this over
all the other well known tourersJo
(although an adveced Police driver
herself) was new to biking and with a
bit of a back injury comfort was a
must.

It is hard to fault the BMWK1200LT
when it comes to the business of
transporting two people, plus all their
kit, for three weeks touring on a
motorcycle, wih every mod con you
can think of including adjustable
windscreen, abs, heated grips, heated
front and rear seats, electric centre
stand, reverse gear, ground lighting,
trip computer, radio, cd player, ipod &
phone, speaker system, cruise control,
3 exterral power sockets, adjustable
seat height, remote alarm and
immobiliser, These are not gimmicks
but essential with a bike of this size
and serious touring to be done!

The biggest advantage of the bike is
that 1 tds a spacio
two. The faring provides ample
protection from wind and weather and
the adjustable screen allows you to ride
all day comfortably at 100mph.
Completing distances of four to five
hundred miles is easily achievable due
to the position of the foot pegs and the
deeply padded seats. The sure footed
solid feeling of this bike is due to the
BMWSG s uni que duol
which eliminates all pitch and dive
under either acceleration or braking.
The abs system brings the bike to a
complete stop without any shaking or
juddering. Cruising at 80mph it
returns a good 55mpg meaning a range
of 300 hundred miles resulting in
stopping only once a day for fuel.
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The -biikred entertai
cds, radio or ipod¢danbe controlled by
passenger or rider and when integrated
with an autocom system (the best £300
we spent) allows music to be played
via speakers or into helmets.

The bikes shear size can also be its
Achilles heel, at over 500kg when fully
loaded the bike is truly huge in
comparison to many tourers.. It is
arguably on the sporty side far
motorcyclethat weighs nearly as much
as a light van. But twaop and loaded
with luggage care is needed in the
twisty stuff, the suspension is set on
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the soft side, which coupled with the
motorcycle's relative lack of ground
clearance, limits any cornering
action(especially at 2000feet
negotiating the hair pins on the Stelvio
pass) Once moving the weight is
quickly shed however during slow
control manoeuvrability can be
difficult and will catch riders out when
first riding this bike. The weight goes
from nothing to everything the minute
you want to stop.....Neale had many

trips arandMo r r i camoparkicsget
used tat!

The width of the bike makes filtering
difficult in town traffic and ultimately
this makes the bike a niche purchase
for the touring marketParking can be
an issue as the bike needs flat solid
ground. From a g@ssenger point of
view (at a very
difficult to get on and off without
scraping a boot across the width of the
seat as ficockingbo
i mpossi bl e. It 6s
functional motorcycle.

t

Overall the buildquality and thought
that has gone into this bike leaves it
miles ahead of itsivals!! Everywhere
we go there is always an interested
party who wants to know more and it
certainly attracts attention.
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Thanks Jo & Neale for sharing
youor e t hphatoshithsais. and

| f y o u &dall uslabokteourtbixe

Email your commentsand/or photos
please.

t 40 ) it can

MOTORCYCLE FRIENDLY
ACCOMMODATION
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ABATE Freeze Your
Ass Off Poker Run

By Grumpales

Wel te weat

748
her gods
did not bother us with rain. They even
kept the temperatures well above
freezing. So another year and this ride
remains misnamed. It has been wet
some years, really wet for a few, but
dry most years, and never freezing.
Some years were even downright
spring like warm. But | have not frozen

my ass off yet. It
as usual. Today was a great day to ride.
The event i's ABATE

raiser and it gets better each year. The
bad news: The route did natclude
many twisties at all-- almost all
straights and 90 degree turns. And the
route instructions were a bit weaker
than normal. Now the good stuff. It is
just plain cool to do a group ride where
the only group is those bikes that are
around yloius 6f ot r@tt
change on the next stretch. And with
so many Harleys around, the sonics are
nicely covered. My quiet Magna just
hums along, unheard.
t o Mi Dar

I got SS

around 9:20, signed up and paid for the
ride,

and reupped my ABATE

the breakfast. Nice scrambled eggs,
sausage, bacon, biscuits, gravy, and hot
sauce. | ate and talked with folks
around me, traded a few lies and jokes.
After disposing of my plate, | got
suited up to ride. | timed it perfect and
tagged onto the back of a large group
forming up . I | et
followed and relaxed. Well this first
group | rode out with got lost and
6joinedd another |
twenty to thirty bikes making-turns,
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still t her e, wor ki

176s mai n fund

reading maps, and pr
the right wayo. But
stop to check maps and street signs,
and a tiny last minute-turn, we got to

the Buckhorn in Dixorand pulled our
second card. The big group was out
Aipd rolling lpieg)ry | was ready. Me and
another bike got'ready at the same time
shortly after that. He saw my tank bag
with the instructions and allowed me to
lead. So | led out from the Buckhorn
and corretly followed the route to
Stagoxd Ave ({00 magycsipR) Signs) tg
Pit School Rd. As we got to Pit School
Rd, we passed a lot of our first group
at a gas statior reading maps | guess.
We continued on and soon caught up
to another bike on the route. It sva
couple riding tweup. This rider was
slowing for the correct turns, and had
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